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Introduction

Objective

The purpose of this document is to be a repository of historical information pertaining to Johannes Rombs 
and his wife Barbara Kessler.  I am doing this as a part of collecting genealogical information on all my 
ancestors.  One of my grandfathers was Joe Rhombs, who is a son of Johannes and Barbara.

There is some sketchy information here, and it is my hope that some uncertainty can be eliminated by finding
some new primary or secondary source information. Reasons for the sketchiness include the facts that most 
1890 Federal census records burned, there appears to be no pertinent information in the1895 SD census, and 
church and civil records for the Kutschurgan colonies between 1852 and 1884 are relatively hard to access in 
their location in Saratov, Russia. In December, 2015, Dennis Roth (GRHS) provided some information from 
the Saratov Archives that fills in some gaps, however. Future research possibilities are noted at the end of the
document.

Most current published family tree information for my family can be found at 
http://rhombs.myheritage.com .

I wish that my dad could read all this, since he helped acquire much of the information and since he had a 
real interest in understanding the associated history.

Historical Background

The information that follows focuses on a period of time during which Barbara and Johannes lived – roughly
the decades from 1840 to 1920. There is some information about their ancestors as well as some information 
about their children. So, the outer boundaries of the information extend back to the 18th century and forward 
to the very beginning of the 21st century. 

Putting family events into a historical context can be very useful. So, I am going to present some superficial 
information that may help to understand their lives. 

Evidence suggests that Barbara and Johannes came from the agrarian Germanic culture that existed just to 
the west of the Rhein in political regions known as Alsace and Pfalz. Their grand parents hail from this 
culture. These grand parents were basically displaced by political and economic events and moved to South 
Russia in the early years of the 19th century. Political events in Russia eventually encouraged Barbara and 
Johannes (as well as many of their cultural/ethnic comrades) to migrate to the Americas.

Consequently, it can help to consider political and economic events in three places – the Rheinland west of 
the Rhein, South Russia, and North America. These events are well documented, so I will only discuss a few 
highlights to set the scene before you read on.

Actually, events centered on France are significant to both the Rheinland and North America.  These events 
start with the French revolution in the late 18th century. During this period, France was turned upside down, 
and Napoleon came to power. The resulting impacts on the area west of the Rhein were tremendous, and they
resulted in displacements of large numbers of people from and back to the region.  Johann von Goethe wrote 
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about this in his work Hermann and Dorothea. Even Beethoven was influenced by Napoleon’s actions when 
he first dedicated his third symphony to him and then withdrew the dedication based on his disgust for 
Napoleon's power-grabbing actions. Given the turmoil in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, it is easy to 
understand why people would be willing to embark on a long journey to Russia to start new lives.

During this period, almost to intentionally set the stage for the latter years of Johannes' and Barbara's lives, 
France (Napoleon) sold territory held in North America to The United States in what is known as the 
Louisiana Purchase. Napoleon had acquired this land from Spain not too long before he sold it. The Lewis 
and Clark Expedition explored the vast area involved. That part of the purchase which became the Dakota 
Territory was initially occupied by Native Tribes.  The region around what was to become Edmunds and 
Faulk Counties in South Dakota was little explored until not long before European settlers came there. The 
railroad did not come to Ipswich until about 1883 – the year before Johannes and Barbara arrived in the area 
from Russia.

Not long after their arrival, Dakota Territory was divided so as to create the new State of South Dakota, 
where they both lived out the remainder of their lives. There are various sources that describe what it was 
like to homestead in this part of the world (between current day Ipswich and Faulkton in South Dakota). The 
gist of things is that there were blizzards, droughts, grasshopper infestations, unscrupulous financiers, etc. 
Very few of the immigrants to this region from Russia were able to succeed on their homesteads.

Russia acquired the region north of the Black Sea by force from the Turks in the early 1790s. Catherine the 
Great was the Russian leader at the time, and her favorite general, Potemkin, was responsible for the 
successful execution of the war.  These are two colorful characters about whom much has been written. In 
any event, Catherine encouraged Germanic immigration to the recently acquired area of South Russia. This 
why our ancestors moved from the area near the Rhein to the Kutschurgan Colonies in the early 1800s. 

Unfortunately, various promises that were made to the colonists were eventually rescinded, and it became 
attractive for Johannes and Barbara to make the long journey to the lands opening up in that part of the 
Louisiana Purchase that became the Dakota Territory. Many tens of thousands of Germanic colonists made 
similar journeys, but some remained behind.  Those who stayed behind (including some who are clearly 
related to us) suffered under tightening controls, which culminated in many being executed or exiled to 
remote areas of Russia.

In summary, these were interesting times that were navigated by Barbara and Johannes and their relatives via 
long-distance migrations from the Rheinland to South Russia and then to Dakota territory.  Over the course 
of three generations, families and cultures were moved over 10,000 miles.
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Johannes Rombs
Here is the only known picture of Johannes Rombs.  Presumably he is with two children, who are related to 
him. At one point, I thought that it might be his sons, but their difference in ages makes this unlikely. Perhaps
these are two grand children. My guess is that this picture may have been taken before 1910.

Johannes may have had blue eyes and stood about 63-64 inches in height.

The source of the photo is Betty Harris, another great grandchild of Johannes and Barbara.
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Birth 

I am assuming the date of 8/1/1845. This is consistent with Russian archives and most census data. 

There are many conflicting sources for date of birth information. The first four sources below seem most 
consistent, which is why I have chosen 1845 as his birth year.

Information from the Saratov Archives (Selz Church records) shows 8/1/1845 as the birth date.
The Kutschurgan census of 1852 implies 1845 as his birth year
Citizenship papers from 1885 indicate a birth year of 1845.
Immigration records show 1845.
The 1885 SD territorial census shows his age as 42, which implies a birth year of 1843
The 1900 federal census shows June, 1846. 
The 1910 census lists no birth date.
The 1905 SD census is not clear.  The inferred date could be 1841 or 1851.
His headstone shows a date of 6/29/1850. - In general, I think that this source of information is very 
unreliable.

Regarding his birth place was Selz in South Russia.  This is one of the Kutschurgan Colonies near Odessa.  I 
take this location based mainly on the 1852 census of the colonies that shows people with name Rombs only 
in Selz, not in any of the other colonies.  Other evidence is the record of the birth of his daughter, Elisabetha.
Her christening is shown as taking place in Selz, South Russia. And, the final confirmation comes from the 
Selz Church records in the Saratov Archives in a note from Dennis Roth (GRHS).

Death and Burial

This event is much more clearly documented.  Johannes died near Beebe in Edmunds County, SD, on 
8/8/1914, while cutting hay.  The funeral was in Cresbard and burial was in the Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery, near Wecota, SD.  He died of heart failure. It may be that his daughter, Carolina, who I believe 
was residing in Cresbard at the time, was responsible for organizing the funeral.

References are the Faulk County Record newspaper for 8/14/1914 and the death certificate filed in Edmunds 
County, SD, on 8/11/1914.

Here is a picture of his
headstone in Immanuel Lutheran
Cemetery.
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Here is a copy of the notice in the Faulk County Record.
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Here is his death certificate.

For what it is worth, on 8/8/1914 (a Saturday), the high temperature in Aberdeen was 94 degrees F (a hot 
day). The moon was a couple days past full. It was a cool day for the funeral three days later – a high 
temperature of 68 degrees F. You could ask why a nearly 70 year old man was out on a hot day in the hay 
fields, especially when it was known that he had heart issues.

Information about the Charles Weidman, who signed the certificate, can be found at Find A Grave Memorial 
73307440 .
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 Ancestors

So far I am led to conclude that Johannes and his ancestors originated in what is now Alsace in NE France. 
They were ethnic Germans living in this area, which changed hands many times over the years. In particular, 
during the period of time when the immigration to South Russia took place, the region had been destabilized 
by the French Revolution and then Napoleonic Wars.

I suspect that some of his ancestors were semi-subsistence farmers, typical for the region. If I am correct, 
then the poem Hermann and Dorothea by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe addresses the conditions in which 
Johannes's ancestors found themselves in the late 1700s. (Possibly this applies to Barbara's ancestors as well.)

Having said this, however, it is now also clear that the paternal line for Johannes includes teachers. In 
particular, Franz Ludwig Rombs (great grandfather to Johannes) and his father Johannes were teachers. The 
source for this information is a note from Dennis Roth (GRHS) quoted below.

“The 1811 Selz Census states Franz Ludwig Rombs was a school teacher.
RUMBS, Ludwig                               Schoolteacher   47     --                       Kasteldorf, Elsass                      
Cath.            1          --        --         1       --        1                                                             1                         1 wagon
Rumbs, Margaretha                             wife                  49
[Rumbs, Franz]                                    child                  21
Rumbs, Elisabeth                                 child                  16
Rumbs, Maria

And another record, mostly for the village of Kesseldorf stated that Franz Ludwig Rombs was the son of
Johannes Rombs, teacher, and Barbara Schickel from Kessldorf.

”
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Genetics

I have had genetic tests done with Family Tree DNA and 23andMe. The results for my Y-DNA follow.  It is 
likely that this information represents the results if the test had been run on Johannes Rombs. They are 
consistent with origins in what is now NE France.  

23andme y-DNA results: y-DNA haplogroup = R1b1b2a1a2d

Family Tree y-DNA results: y-DNA haplogroup = R-M269 (This is another way of describing the 
haplogroup identified by 23andMe.)

The fact that autosomal DNA test results have led to Usselmann cousins with roots in Alsace further supports
the proposed origins in Alsace.  Refer to the pedigree information that follows for Johannes.

Note: In fact the Y-DNA type is the same as that inferred for George Washington, whose English ancestors 
may have roots back to ancient Gaul.  It is probably the connection to Gaul that we share with George 
Washington. - It is plausible that people from Gaul who were auxiliaries to the Romans in the invasion of 
Britain are related to Johannes in his paternal line.  - This also explains that the nearest matches to me on 
family tree DNA using y-DNA trace their roots back to Britain.  According to the theory, then, if we were to 
trace farther back, we would find the common link from Gaul.
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Family Tree for Johannes

I have derived the following proposed genealogy for Johannes based largely on information in family trees 
prepared by others.  Even though this is suspect information, some information about his maternal line has 
been confirmed through genetic testing as noted above.

Franz Rombs and Christian Usselmann are the heads of families that originally immigrated to Selz, South 
Russia, in about 1809. It appears from census records that some Usselmanns did not survive the trip or 
expired shortly thereafter.  Some of their children were adopted by Ludwig Strauss and his wife, Elisabetha. 
(See the 1816 Selz Census.)

First, a fan chart centered on Johannes.
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Next, a corresponding Ahnentafel report shows some additional details.

Generation 1
1. Rombs, Johannes. Johannes was born on 1845-06-29 in Selz, Ukraine ?. He died on 1914-08-
08 in Beebe (SD). He died on 1914-08-08 in Edmunds County, SD. 

Generation 2
2. Rombs, Franz Joseph. Franz Joseph was born in 1810 in Selz (South Russia - Ukraine). 
3. Usselmann, Katherina. Katherina was born in 1815 in Selz (South Russia - Ukraine). 

Generation 3
4. Rombs, Franz. Franz was born in 1789 in Kesseldorf (Alsace). He died in 1834 in Selz (South 
Russia - Ukraine). 
5. Sennhauser, Katharina. Katharina was born in 1793. 
6. Usselmann, Christian. Christian was born in 1793 in Niederseebach (Alsace). He died in 1840 
in Selz (South Russia - Ukraine). 
7. Gsell, Catharina. Catharina was born in 1789 in Salmbach (Alsace). She died in Selz (South 
Russia - Ukraine). She was twice widowed before marrying Christian.

Generation 4
8. Rombs, Franz Ludwig. Franz Ludwig was born on 1763-04-30 in Oberlauterbach (Alsace).
9. Werner, Margaretha. Margaretha was born on 1765-11-03 in Germany. She died on 1823-03-
16 in Germany. 
12. Usselmann, Martin. Martin was born on 1756-01-02 in Niederseebach (Alsace). He died on 
1804-03-02 in Niederseebach (Alsace). 
13. Graff, Elizabeth. Elizabeth was born in 1763 in Niederlauterbach. She died in Schoenfeld 
(Ukraine). 

Generation 5
16. Rombs, Johannes. Johannes was born on 1712-03-11 in Neibsheim. He died in 1794. 
17. Schickel, Barbara. Barbara was born in 1727 in Germany. She died on 1787-06-06 in 
Oberlauterbach (Alsace). 
18. Werner, Franciscus. Franciscus was born in 1740. 
19. Bimber, Barbara. Barbara was born in 1740. 
24. Usselmann, Pierre. Pierre was born in 1733 in Niederseebach (Alsace). He died on 1776-09-
19. 
25. Adolf, Catherine. Catherine was born in 1726 in Trimbach. She died in 1805 in Trimbach. 

Generation 6
32. Rombs, Johannes Michael. Johannes Michael was born in 1676 in Neibsheim. He died on 
1756-02-19 in Neibsheim. 
33. Gritzer, Katharina. Katharina was born in 1670 in Neibsheim (Karlsruhe). She died in 1770 in 
Zeutern (Karlsruhe). 
34. Schickel, Johann. Johann was born in 1700. 
35. unknown, Katharina. Katharina was born in 1700. 
48. Usselmann, Christian. Christian was born in 1710 in Niederseebach (Alsace). He died in 1755 
in Niederseebach (Alsace). 
49. Stein, Elizabeth. She died in 1755. 

Generation 7
96. Usselmann, Michael. 
97. unknown, Catherine (wife of Michael Usselmann).
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Locations

Karl Stumpf wrote a book about the migration of ethnic Germans to Russia.  In this he lists the original 
settlers in the areas around Odessa.  The name of the book is The Emigration from Germany to Russia in the 
Years 1763 to 1862.

This list shows the following people in the family tree of Johannes who settled in South Russia. The first 
location in each entry of the list shows the origination location – town, locale, and “department”.  “EL” 
stands for Elsass (Alsace), and “Pf” stands for Pfalz (Palatinate).

Rums, Franz                    Kesseldorf/Weissenburg                           El                 Selz/Odessa
Rums, Ludwig                  Kesseldorf/Weissenburg                           El                 Selz/Odessa

Usselmann, Christian        Niedersebach/Weissenburg                      El       1809      Kandel/Odessa

Also  of potential interest is an ancestor of Barbara from the Palatinate. I'll say more about this later.

Kessler, Joseph                 Leimersheim/Germersheim                      Pf       1809      Selz/Odessa

If you plot the origination points for these people on a current day map, here is what you see. The blue line 
plots a course from Kesseldorf (where Franz Rombs started) to Niederseebach (where Christian Usselmann 
started) to Leimersheim (where Joseph Kessler started). The point is that these people all lived fairly close to 
each other, not too far from the Rhein River.
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Here is a picture of the central part of Selz, France, as it existed in 1997. (I was able to visit the area one 
Saturday in 1997, while on a business trip.)   It is the likely source of the name of “Colonie Selz” in “Sud 
Rusland,” that Franz Rombs helped found in about 1808. Based on the information above, the original 
Rombs settlers actually came from Kesseldorf, a short distance to the southwest of Selz, France.

In the 18th century Kesseldorf was not a large town. A well-known astronomer named Cassini was 
commissioned prior to the Revolution to map France. A French genealogy site hosts this map and provides 
associated information about places.  Here is the link to the site.

http://french-genealogy.typepad.com/genealogie/2009/06/the-cassini-map.html

Here is a section
of the map
showing
Kesseldorf and
Selz. They are on
the western edge
of the Haguenau
Forest and close
to the Rhein
River.
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Population information for Kesseldorf from this same source shows the following.

From this you can see that,
during the time of the
Revolution (the 1790s),
population declined. After
that, population increased
until 1851 when a peak
was reached.

The point of this is to
demonstrate that
significant social changes
were taking place just
before Johannes' ancestors
emigrated in 1808-1809.
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Here is a map of the colonies in South Russia that seem to matter here.  Note that Selz and Kandel are close 
together, and they were established in the same year (1808). (Kandel is where the Usselmann ancestors of 
Johannes initially settled.)
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For further support, here is information from the 1852 census for Selz, South Russia.  Details can be had in 
the GRHS publication, “1852 Kutschurgan Census”, c. 2002.

The following table shows by house number where people with the three surnames (Rombs, Kessler, and 
Usselmann) were residing.  All were in Selz in 1852.  These names do not appear in the other Kutschurgan 
colonies. Kesslers were in one house, Rombs people were in two houses, and Usselmann people were in four 
houses.

The point of all of this information is that the (Usselmann and Rombs) ancestors of Johannes Rombs started 
from what is now NE France.  They settled in close proximity to each other in Russia, and they stayed there 
until many emigrated. 

The Kessler family that is shown above (from Leimersheim) is associated with Barbara as explained in a 
section that follows. 

Current day boundaries that separate Leimersheim (now in Germany) from Kesseldorf and Niederseebach 
(now in France) had significance in the early 19th century, but they may not indicate a significant difference 
in ethnicity.  I say this because the region was unstable – see historical references that describe the French 
Revolution and the subsequent rise of Napoleon, who was opposed by assorted Germanic “states”.
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Barbara Rombs

Birth

I am assuming a date of 6/16/1848.

I know of only four sources of a date for her birth.

The 1852 Kutschurgan census implies 1848 as her birth date.

Immigration records, which, although not very clear, seem to indicate a birth year of 1850

The 1885 SD territorial census shows her age as 37, implying a birth year of 1848

The date shown on her headstone is 6/16/1842. This makes me again wonder if the headstone years 
are reliable at all. 

Her birth place was Russia based on the 1852 Kutschurgan Census and U.S. census data for her children that 
usually shows this as her origin.  Sometimes, however, her birth place is shown as Germany or even France, 
which I believe to be errors.

Death and Burial

There are only two sources of information for Barbara's date of death – the infamous headstone and two 
newspaper articles.  I adopt a date of 3/10/1896 for her death. (Later I will explain an interesting family story
that may relate to Barbara's death.)

The headstone shows 3/11/1896.  
The newspapers show death on 3/10/1896 (a Tuesday), with burial on 3/13/1986 (a Friday).  Cause of
death is shown as consumption (i.e., tuberculosis).

Copies of the newspaper text follow. The first is from the “Faulk Co. Times”, March 12,1896, page 3. The 
second is from the “Faulk County Republican Record”, vol. 14, no. 14, March 12, 1896, page 8.
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Ancestors

Primary source information for Barbara's ancestors has been a little hard to come by, and some has been 
confusing.  In spite of this I believe that it is reasonably clear who her ancestors were and where they lived.

Hints

First, to some confusing information. - My father had a phone conversation with a descendant of Lulu, one 
of Barbara's daughters. The descendant was Alta House Soderquist, who is a daughter of Reuben House and 
Lulu Rombs.  I believe that Alta was living in Chicago at the time of the conversation.  Here are dad's notes.  
I believe that they may provide a key role in discovering Barbara's ancestors./

01/31/20 19



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

01/31/20 20



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

01/31/20 21



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

01/31/20 22



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

Here is a summary of some points from the notes.  By the way, I believe that dad actually visited Alta on one 
of his trips to Chicago.

Lulu purportedly remembered the trip from Strasbourg to Russia.  (I am very skeptical of this since 
primary source documents show that she was born in Russia.)
Barbara had a brother named Ro(c)hus Kessler, whose wife was named Hanna. They came to SD at 
the same time as Johannes and Barbara.  They lived in Ipswich.
Alta disputes that Johannes had a second wife.
Barbara may have died from “female” troubles.
Did Johannes and Barbara have twins in a house? 
Alta references the Faulk County Record of Thursday, April 22, 1976.
Alta recounts her travels with her parents to WI and then MN.
She says that Johannes had blue eyes, was about 63-64 inches tall, and was a good businessman.
Lastly, and probably most importantly, she describes the Kessler family in Ipswich, which Lulu 
visited at times.
◦ Husband Rochus Kessler
◦ wife Hannah Kessler
◦ children: Anna, Francis, Joseph, Edith.

Resolutions (reality)

Here is what I believe reality actually is.

I have found a Rochus Kessler (b. 1854 – Find A Grave Memorial 155876844 ) family in Edmunds County 
at the right time.  However, the family members do not look right, and they were living north of Ipswich. 
They were clearly Alsatian (German-Russian). I tracked down a direct male descendant, who kindly 
submitted to a genetic test. The results of this test are quite clear – we are not related. So, I am sure that this 
is the wrong family.

Furthermore, the 1852 census probably shows Barbara in the house numbered 49. She is the daughter of 
Johann and Elisabetha Kessler, and she has siblings named Franz, Margareta, and Katharina.  There is no 
Rochus Kessler in the house at this time. (Perhaps more children were born after 1852, but I have no 
information about that.) A copy of the transcription follows.
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Interestingly, I have subsequently found another Kessler family in Ipswich at the right time, with many of the
correct family members.  The family was headed by a widow named Anna Kessler from Russia.  She appears
to have been born in 1859 in Russia, immigrated to the US in 1885, was widowed, and died in SD in 1930. I 
think that she was possibly married in 1881 (in Russia), and that her husband died some time during or after 
1893.  Their children are listed below, and a copy of the 1900 Federal Census page that shows them follows 
as well.

Edith b. 7/1882 (Russia)
Francis b.1884 (Russia)
Lizzie b. 1887 (SD)
Joseph b. 1889 (SD)
Anna b. 1891 (SD)
Katie b. 1894 (SD)
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Here is the bulk of the family living on Main Street.

Edith is just down the street, shown as a boarder.
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Also, a quick search of arrivals to NY from Germany, revealed the following family on the SS Elbe, arriving 
from Bremen in NY on 10/31/1885.  The people and the dates shown in the transcription that follows are all 
consistent with the 1900 census shown above. Person 484 may be Edith (wrong gender on the manifest), and 
person 485 maybe Francis.

482  Jos Kessler                 30   m   farmer      Germany     1-5
483  Anna Kessler              28   f   wife           Germany     1-
484  ? Kessler                      2   m   child         Germany     1-
485  Franziska Kessler         8m  f   child         Germany     1-

Here is a copy of the original manifest.  It actually shows two groups of Kesslers close together, and this may
be a clue. The first family looks like Franz and Barbara Kessler.  The next family is Jos and Anna Kessler.  It 
is this second family that I think may be the one that ended up in Ipswich.  The first family may be  that of  
Barbara Rombs' brother, Franz, and the second one the family of her cousin, Josef.

If this is the case, then Anna's husband (missing in the Ipswich family) was named Joseph, and he was about 
two years older than Anna.  They then arrived in the year that Anna states in census records, about 11 months
after Johannes and Barbara Rombs.  His wife, Anna, may have been from one of the Senger families in 
Kandel at the time of the 1852 census. For what it is worth, Joseph Kessler is also the name of one of the 
original settler of Selz as noted above. 

Here is a picture of the SS Elbe. She was part of the North German Lloyd line.
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Further
evidence for
Joseph being
the name of
the head of the
Ipswich
Kessler family
comes from
the birth
record for
Joseph Kessler
b. 1889.  This
record from
Edmunds
County shows
that the father
was named
Joseph Kessler
and the mother
was named
Anna Saenger
(a new piece
of
information).

An obituary for Anna, published in the
Ipswich Tribune on 11/27/1930,
indicates that her husband died in
1893.
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So, based on all of this evidence, I propose that Barbara's cousin is the person named Jos Kessler in the ship 
manifest and that his family in Ipswich is the one that Alta Soderquist mentioned in her conversation with my
father. I am trying to confirm this.

Associated with this is the proposal that Barbara's brother Franz, who shows up in the 1852 Kutschurgan 
census, should be found close by at about the same time.  In fact there is a Frank Kessler, who once lived in 
ND and died in Washington state, that might be a good candidate for her brother.

The Rochus Kessler reference is still a mystery at this time.
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Family Tree for Barbara

Adopting the proposed ancestry for Barbara mentioned above, the results depicted below are reasonable.

First a fan chart.
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Next an Ahnentafel report.

Generation 1

1. Kessler, Barbara. Barbara was born on 1848-06-16 in Selz (South Russia - Ukraine). She died 
on 1896-03-11 in Faulk County, SD.

Generation 2

2. Kessler, Johann. Johann was born in 1821 in Selz (South Russia - Ukraine). 

3. Schumacher, Elizabeth. Elizabeth was born in 1822 in Selz (South Russia - Ukraine).

Generation 3

4. Kessler, Josef. Josef was born in 1778 in Leimersheim Pfalz. He died in 1852 in Selz (South 
Russia - Ukraine). 

5. Geiger Hohren, Barbara. Barbara was born in 1784. She died in 1857. 

6. Schumacher, Adam. Adam was born in 1791. 

7. Geck, Barbara. Barbara was born in 1793.

Generation 4

8. Kessler, Ignatius. Ignatius was born in 1759 in Blumenberg Pfalz. He died in 1821 in 
Manneheim Germany. 

9. Schwab, Elisabeth. 
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Life Together

Introduction

Before delving into more details of their life together, I thought that it would be useful to present a summary 
time-line to put everything in context.  The table that follows summarizes what has been established or 
estimated. Events subsequent to the births of Barbara and Johannes are discussed in more detail in 
subsequent sections.
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year event location
1808-1809 ancestors emigrate to South Russia Russia

1845 Johannes born Russia
1848 Barbara born Russia
1866 marriage Russia
1866 birth of Lucada Russia
1868 Johannes born Russia
1872 Andreas born Russia
1875 birth of Caroline Russia
1878 birth of Nicholas Russia
1881 birth  of Peter Russia
1883 birth of Elizabeth Russia
1884 immigration NY
1885 naturalization started SD
1885 birth of Joseph SD
1885 land patent started SD
1886 land first occupied SD
1887 birth of Kathryn SD
1888 loss of section 10 of homestead SD
1892 land patent finished SD
1892 naturalization finished SD
1896 Barbara dies SD
1896 Johannes joins Immanuel Lutheran SD
1897 loss of section 9 of homestead sd
1898 Johannes marries Mary Kastan SD
1898 Johannes ships Mary back to Chicago SD
1902 Johannes divorces Mary Kastan SD
1914 Johannes dies SD
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Marriage

The record of marriage comes in the form of a note from Dennis Roth (GRHS).  He relates that the Saratov 
Archive information shows a date of 11/7/1866 in Selz.

Here is a recent photo of a house built by
German settlers in South Russia.
Johannes and Barbara might have known
similar quarters.  Source = 
http://www.goldade.net/ukraine.htm .
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Immigration

Johannes and Barbara immigrated to the US through New York City on November 22, 1884. Johannes is 
listed as a farmer.  They traveled on the SS Oder of the North German Lloyd Line.  Their last name is shown 
as “Rums”.

Here are the people in their family on the boat.

Johannes, age 39 years

Barbara, age 34? years

Lucada, age 14 years

Caroline, age 5 ½ years

Nicolas, age 4 years

Elizabeth, age 9 mo.

Here is a picture of the SS Oder. She carried passengers from Bremen to NY from 1873-1885. 
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This is a picture of the ship's manifest that shows the “Rums” family. This is clearly the Rombs family.
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Homestead Papers

Between immigration in late 1884 and filing the homestead papers described below, I believe that The family
moved to Ipswich, Dakota Territory, along with cousins and other people that they knew from Selz. Ipswich 
was the end of the railroad at the time. (I'll present my reasoning in other data that follows about children and
neighbors.)

On 12/2/1885, papers were filed in Huron by Johannes to start the homestead application process on one 
quarter section.  The land is the southeast quarter of section 9, township 120 N, range 69 west, of the 5th  
principal meridian. There probably are other filings like this to be found.

There is also a note dated 11/27/1885 that “one year after landing in NY – is living on homestead property 
and have built buildings and dug well.”

In 1892, final papers were filed.  These state that the homestead was occupied since March, 1886.  This is 
later than the 1885 note indicates.  Maybe there was a period of time when the family was living elsewhere 
(Ipswich?) while work progressed on the homestead.

In 1892, the following characteristics of the homestead property were noted.

12X20 house with 12X14 addition

granary 10X14

barn 20X100

3 wells

breaking 140 acres

It seems like a lot of work was done in the time immediately after arriving! 

Eventually, Johannes acquired more land.  Here is a list of all tracts that he took on. This makes it look as if 
they started with land in section 10 and then acquired land in section 9.
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The US Land patents database also lists the following information for Johannes. It provides somewhat more 
detail that shown on the website above.

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       010         160     272002    PA           13933     07/13/1889  

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       009         160     251101    PA           4709      10/18/1892  

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       009          80     251105    PA           2620      10/04/1900  

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       009          35     251105    PA           2620      10/04/1900  

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       009           5     251105    PA           2620      10/04/1900  

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       009       28.75     251105    PA           2620      10/04/1900  

ROMBS JOHANNES                   05          120 N    069 W       009       11.25     251105    PA           2620      10/04/1900  

Here is the reference for this information. http://www.usgwarchives.org/sd/sdfiles.htm 
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If you actually look at the land, you will find that there are significant water features on the property.  That 
is, there are streams and ponds.  In the image below, the two full sections below the ones containing 
Hammok (Hamak) Lake are sections 9 and 10. (9 is on the left and 10 is on the right.) From the BLM 
records, Johannes had two contiguous quarters and then smaller parcels around the lake in section 9. Each of 
the “aliquots” is shown with an arrow below.

This land is just north and a little west of Wecota.  Cresbard is to the east. It is slightly closer to Faulkton 
than Ipswich.

I don't see any lingering hints of original structures, which I assume were long ago demolished.

If you drive by the area today, you will see that the land is being used for livestock.  I do not believe that the 
land was/is very suitable for small grains.
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Naturalization Papers

Johannes filed first and second papers for citizenship as required in his land patent agreement.

First papers will filed in Hutchinson County on 3/9/1885.

Second papers were filed in Faulk County on 4/9/1892.

Here are images of these documents.
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Note: Information about the judge, C.H. Derr can be found at Find A Grave Memorial 93230546 .
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Neighbors

Here is a map of South Dakota as it was in 1895.  The purpose of showing this is to put locations into 
perspective. Johannes and Barbara lived just west of Cresbard, about midway between Ipswich and Faulkton 
in Faulk County.  Note that the railroad went through Cresbard at that time. Another line to the west may 
have run through the now defunct town of Millard. At this time the counties east of the Mo. River had been 
established.  The ones on the west side were in more flux – some were later consolidated.

Historical note from Kent A. Gebhard, a local historian and significant contributor to Find A Grave. (Kent 
added most of Millard to Findagrave.)  -  

“Cresbard at that time was the post office in the store of Cressy and Baird- who joined their names to create 
"Cresbard"- which was located north and east of the Howe farm, which is about 2 miles northwest of the 
current town site, which came into being after 1906 when the M & St.L railroad was constructed. Previous to
that the mail arrived at the store by stage coach. Other new towns that sprang up on that line were Wecota . . .
(post office opened 10 April 1907), Carlyle and Onaka. Norbeck was founded later, in 1920.

The ghost town of Millard was a very important hub for homesteaders, as the railroad through that part of 
Faulk was completed in late 1886; the first train arrived in Faulkton, I believe, October 26, 1886. Mail 
arriving by stage coach prior to that. Stage schedules are recorded in the early newspapers. Ironically, the 
only reminder of that early settlement is Millard cemetery.” 
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The following information is provided to give a feeling for people that lived close to Johannes and Barbara.

This table summarizes the number of land patents for Freedom Township by year and section number. It is 
very clear that most patents were taken out in the earlier years shown, particularly 1889.  This is the time of a
big land rush in this area.  (There were about 125 people who took out patents during this time period for 
land just in this township.) Johannes and Barbara were there to participate in it.

By the way, the three 1967 patents in section 9, where Johannes originally owned land, are probably taken 
out by the Federal Government to protect the water feature that is on the west side of this section.  (This is 
speculation.)
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Count - Aliquotyear
Sec. # 1888 1889 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1911 1967 Total Result
1 3 4 2 9
2 2 3 3 8
3 1 6 3 1 11
4 1 1 3 6 11
5 1 4 3 8
6 4 4 3 11
7 6 1 2 9
8 2 1 2 5
9 1 1 1 3 3 9
10 1 1 1 1 4
11 2 1 1 4
12 3 1 4
13 2 1 1 4
14 3 1 4
15 3 1 4
17 2 2 4
18 4 3 1 8
19 4 3 1 8
20 3 1 4
21 4 4
22 3 1 4
23 2 1 1 4
24 1 1 1 1 4
25 1 1 1 2 5
26 3 1 4
27 1 2 2 5
28 1 2 1 4
29 1 1 1 1 4
30 2 3 6 11
31 2 3 6 11
32 2 1 1 4
33 1 1 1 1 4
34 2 2 4
35 3 1 4
Total Result 6 75 13 4 26 9 2 14 6 6 6 1 5 6 8 7 3 4 1 3 205
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This table shows tracts and owners in the same township in the
sections that were nearest to Johannes and Barbara, who
owned parts of sections 9 and10.  These were their neighbors.

Obviously there are many neighbors with names that seem to
hint of German ethnic background.

Some also show up in the Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery
where Johannes and Barbara are buried. - Nolte, Fenske,
Leppke, Holscher are example names of neighbors that show
up in the Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery.

Perhaps others with “suggestive” names were Catholic.
Fischer, Voeller, Baumann, etc.)  There will be more about this
shortly.
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Sec. # Aliquots name
2 Lot/Trct 1 RINER, JOHN H

Lot/Trct 2 RINER, JOHN H
Lot/Trct 3 CARDY, MARY
Lot/Trct 4 CARDY, MARY
S½NE¼ RINER, JOHN H
S½NW¼ CARDY, MARY
SE¼ KOASLER, JOSEPH
SW¼ KOASLAR, FRANZ

3 Lot/Trct 1 KAY, HIRAM R
Lot/Trct 2 KAY, HIRAM R
Lot/Trct 3 KAY, JOHN
Lot/Trct 4 KAY, JOHN
S½NE¼ KAY, HIRAM R
S½NW¼ KAY, JOHN
SE¼ NOLTE, HENRY F
SW¼ BERTSCH, STANISLAUS

4 Lot/Trct 1 FULLER, WILSON B
Lot/Trct 2 FULLER, WILSON B
Lot/Trct 3 POOL, GEORGE E
Lot/Trct 4 POOL, GEORGE E
S½NE¼ FULLER, WILSON B
S½NW¼ POOL, GEORGE E
SE¼ WEISBECK, JOSEPH
SW¼ POOL, THEODORE

5 Lot/Trct 1 SNEARLY, EMMA A
Lot/Trct 2 SNEARLY, EMMA A
Lot/Trct 3 POOL, THEODORE
Lot/Trct 4 POOL, THEODORE
S½NE¼ SNEARLY, EMMA A
S½NW¼ POOL, THEODORE
SE¼ POOL, GEORGE E
SW¼ WHITSEL, JOHN

8 NE¼ WHITSEL, JOHN
NW¼ JONES, DAVID D
SE¼ WHITSEL, JOHN
SW¼ BAHNKE, MICHAEL

9 E½NW¼ ROMBS, JOHANNES
USA

NE¼ DAVIS, ANNA S
NW¼NW¼ ROMBS, JOHANNES

USA
SE¼ ROMBS, JOHANNES
SW¼ FENSKE, HERMANN
SW¼NW¼ ROMBS, JOHANNES

USA
10 NE¼ NOLTE, LIENA

NW¼ DAVIES, DAVID M
SE¼ HOLSCHER, WILHELM
SW¼ ROMBS, JOHANNES

11 NE¼ ALDEN, SAMUEL E
NW¼ FISCHER, MARTINO
SE¼ WAKEFIELD, JASPER
SW¼ FISCHER, FERDINAND

14 NE¼ VOELLER, JOHANNES
NW¼ LINK, JOHN
SE¼ VOELLER, ANTON
SW¼ BERSCH, JOHANNES

15 NE¼ HOLSCHER, HERMAN H
NW¼ BESHDOLT, FRIEDTRICH
SE¼ FISCHER, KARL
SW¼ BAUMANN, HENRY

17 NE¼ HIBBS, JAMES J
NW¼ FISCHER, JAKOB
SE¼ SOMERS, WILBER S
SW¼ SWEENY, VERN
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Here is a picture of early land ownership in Freedom Township, where Johannes and Barbara settled. This is 
hard to read, but it reinforces the point about who their neighbors were. Source =  
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sdfaulk/ 
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Further information about their neighbors comes from the South Dakota Territorial Census of 1885.  This 
was taken in June, 1885, just about six months after the Rombs family arrived in the U.S.  Here is a copy that
shows the family, flanked by a families of Fischers and Sengers from Russia and Fenskes from Germany..

This census showed that many of the people from Russia in this area were named Fischer.  I have not tried to 
trace these families.

The name Senger is a variant of Saenger, which is the maiden name of Barbara's cousin in-law in Ipswich, 
mentioned earlier. Perhaps there is a connection.

The Fenskes have been mentioned as neighbors, who were buried in the Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery.
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Ned Schall, now deceased, a very distant cousin, and a skilled researcher actually gave a hint about this line 
of reasoning many years ago. I was just too ignorant to make good use of it.  Here is his note to my father.
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Loss of Land Ownership

In today's world it can be difficult to imagine what early
settlers experienced. More than one group came to this
region and eventually failed.  As an example, you can
research the Welsh group that cane to Ipswich about a year
prior to Barbara and Johannes.  They headed south, just like
our ancestors, founded the town of Powell that was
eventually ruined by a tornado nearly 30 years later.

Weather was certainly a factor.  The SD blizzard of
January,1888, is a well-known event. See for example
http://genealogytrails.com/sdak/faulk/blizzardof1888.html .
I have not investigated the weather in the ten years after our
ancestors arrived, but that could be done using historical
records for Aberdeen.

It is also helpful to remember that the land that they
homesteaded had never been farmed before. It was used by Native Tribes and bison.

Anyway, it appears that Johannes took out loans on both of the full quarter sections that he had patents on. 
According to records in the Faulk County courthouse, Johannes and Barbara defaulted on both.  The land 
reverted to the lending agencies, and it was put up for sale.

I assume that Johannes was able to continue as a renter (tenant farmer) on one of these quarters.  The details 
have escaped me.  However, the loss of land ownership explains why the land does not appear in the probate 
documents (after Johannes died).
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Here is evidence that they lost one quarter (the quarter on section 10).  The loan was taken out in November, 
1885, - perhaps to help put buildings on the land, buy equipment, buy seed, and buy animals.  At least some 
of what they did is documented in the homestead papers. The amount of the loan was $23.00 (payable in 10 
semi-annual payments) and the lender was E. S. Ormsby Graves & Co of Palo Alto, IA.  The Sheriff's deed 
that follows is dated June, 1889, but the sale was on 5/26/1888.  This means that the default occurred prior to
the end of the term of the loan.  

According to a map that I have found, the owner of this quarter in 1920 was R. E. Ormsby.  I'm guessing that
this is the same family that made and foreclosed on the original loan.  I do not know if he actually used the 
land himself.
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Here is evidence that he lost the other quarter (in section 9).  In this case the loan was from W. J. Bowden for
$54.89 in 4/18/1892. The foreclosure sale occurred on 8/15/1896.  It appears that someone from Brooklyn, 
NY, bought the land.  

In the map mentioned above, the owner in 1910 was Jos. N. Brown.
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One last note – The map mentioned above that shows who owned what land in Freedom township in 1910 
also reveals the following.

Peter Peterson owned the remaining parcels in the NW ¼ of section 9 that Barbara and Johannes had 
homesteaded.

If you compare the 1910 owner names to those of the original homesteaders, you will be hard pressed
to find the same name in 1910 that existed in the late 1880s.

You will find the Ormsby name more than once in 1910.  My conclusion from this is that they 
foreclosed on a number of homesteaders.

In general, I suspect that the initial homesteaders were destined for failure by various factors. Lending agents
were ready to step in to benefit from the failures. Here is an excerpt of the 1910 map that shows sections 9 &
10.
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Catholic or Lutheran?

The colony from which Barbara and Johannes emigrated (Selz) was Catholic, except for a small Jewish 
population as evidenced by a small Jewish cemetery there.  This is also true of the area of Alsace where they 
ultimately originated.  So, why are they buried in a Lutheran cemetery?

I think that the answer can be found in an old family “legend”, which is corroborated by records from the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. - The family legend is that Johannes summoned the priest when someone was 
very ill or dying, the priest refused to come out, this made Johannes mad, and so he moved from a local 
Catholic Church to Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

For years I was skeptical about this legend, but here are some facts that make this a more credible story.

Johannes joined the Lutheran community in June, 1896. See information from the letter that follows.

This is about three months after Barbara died.

The weather at the time of Barbara's death was miserable, which may have influenced the priest.

Here is a daily summary of weather at Aberdeen for March, 1896. Note the amount of snow and the large 
weather change between the 10th and 11th (when Barbara died). It looks like it snowed on the day when she 
was buried.
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Given the likelihood that the family was Catholic, I think that it is possible that the legend describes events 
surrounding the death of Barbara. If this is true, then the family probably attended some Catholic Church in 
the area prior to March, 1896. 

Here is the evidence related to Immanuel Lutheran Church.  It is in the form of a letter from Anna White in 
1984.  This letter is a result of a visit that dad and I made to the area that year. Incidentally, the church has 
since burned. According to a note from Kent Gebhard, I understand that the records in the church safe 
survived. A copy of the letter follows.

Important items to note are the following.

Johannes was voted into the congregation in June, 1896.

Immanuel Lutheran had a confirmation record for Lizzie (Elisabetha).  It indicated that she was born 
on 6/24/1883 in Langut Wirro-Gretski, Sud Rusland, baptized in Colonie Selz, Sud Rusland, and 
confirmed on 4/8/1897.  The location of her birth may describe the Russian estate where Selz was 
situated.  This could be confirmed.

The final confirmation of the theory that the family was Catholic when they originally settled in South 
Dakota came when I visited Ipswich in the summer of 2015. While there I was able to review old records 
held at the Holy Cross Catholic Church. I was able to locate records for the baptisms of Joe and Katie, the 
last two children of Barbara and Johannes. This was a significant finding that I will say more about later, 
when I describe information about these children.
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Finally, I will mention the results of a spot check of a few of the neighbors with Germanic names, who are 
also buried in the Lutheran Cemetery. These people seem to have originated in Germany based on census 
data.  They do not appear to have been Russian-Germans.  If this is true, then it is much more likely that they
were Lutherans from the start. Having a number of close neighbors who were members of the Immanuel 
Lutheran congregation may have helped Johannes make the switch. - Here are pictures of a few of their 
headstones in Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery.

According to the 1920 census, Michael Fenske had Polish
parents.  His wife, Minna, had German parents.  They
immigrated to the US in about 1889. They were neighbors of
Barbara and Johannes on section 9.

The Leppke family lived a few miles south (in Pulaski
township) from the Rombs family. They appear to have German
origins. The marker in the cemetery for Anna Kranz is probably
for Amelia Kranz Leppke's mother.

The Holschers came to the area after the Rombs family.  This
is based on land ownership information. It appears that they
were able to obtain land made available by failing original
homesteaders.
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Children

Johannes and Barbara had 9 children, seven that were born in South Russia and two that were born in South 
Dakota. Each section below explains a little bit about the descendants of each child. There is a list for each 
child that shows by generation the descendants of which I am aware.  Here is the starting generation, 
Johannes and Barbara.

1. Rombs, Johannes (b. 1845-08-01 - Selz, Ukraine ?, d. 1914-08-08 - Beebe (SD))
sp. [Kessler], Barbara (b. 1848-06-16 - Germany, d. 1896-03-10 – Wecota)

The following sections first describe the children that survived and then those who did not.

Lulu (Lukarda, Lucada)

I know very little about Lulu, other than what her daughter, Alta, related to my dad.  (See the note above.)

A list of her descendants follows, and then there is a picture of her with three sisters.  There is some 
uncertainty about her actual birth date.

2. Rombs, Lulu (b. 1866-07-02 - Russia, d. 1953-04-17 - Faulk County (SD)
sp. House, Reuben H. (b. 1858 - Canada)

3. House, Esther Alta (b. 1900-02-25 - Sparta (WI))
sp. Soderquist, Clarence

3. House, Joseph Franklin (b. 1906-05-14 - Sparta (WI), d. 1988-05-10 - Hawthorne (CA))
sp. unknown, Virginia

3. House, William Theodore (b. 1904-03-30 - Sparta (WI))
sp. Rieger, Ethel

3. House, James R. (b. 1888 - South Dakota)
3. House, Anna C. (b. 1890 - South Dakota, d. 1973)

sp. Hansen, Fred
3. House, Bertha J. (b. 1892 - South Dakota)

sp. Magnuson, Earl
4. Magnuson, Eleanor

3. House, Chester Ira (b. 1897-07-22 - South Dakota, d. 1972-06-04 - Swift, MN)
sp. Rieger, Rose M. (b. 1903 - North Dakota)

4. House, James
4. House, Beverly

3. House, Charles Edward (b. 1893-07-22 - Watertown, SD, d. 1966-11-15 - Riverside, CA)
sp. unknown, Nina

4. House, Keith
4. House, Bernice Joyce
4. House, Myra Lee
4. House, Phyllis
4. House, Kenneth

3. House, Vera Muriel (b. 1908-08-03 - South Dakota, d. 1980-04-04 - Sacramento (CA))
3. House, Helen (b. 1903 - Wisconsin)

sp. Housen, Edward
4. Housen, Byron
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Lulu is on the right.
Next to her is Kathryn.
Lizzie is on the left,
with crutches.

Thanks to Bruce
Wherry, we know that
the picture was taken
on the east side of the
home of Anna House
Hansen in Faulkton.
(The right door went to
the porch, the left to
the living room!) So,
Lulu was at the house
of one of her daughters.

My guess is that the
picture dates to around
1950. Carrie, the
remaining sister,  had
died prior to this
picture.
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Carolina (Carrie)

Once again, I know very little about Carrie.

At the time of the 1900 census, she and Bert Austin and their daughter Mildred were living with Johannes in 
Freedom Township in Faulk County.

At the time of the 1910 census she and husband Bert were living in Arena Township in Potter County.  They 
had 3 children – Mildred, Dorothy, and Muriel. At this same time, her brother Joe was working for Ole 
Thompson in the same township.

I have found that Bert homesteaded land in Arena Township in 1899, and that his land was within about a 
mile of Ole's.  So, I believe that they were neighbors and knew each other. Perhaps this was what drew Joe 
Rombs to the area to work for Ole.
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I believe that Carrie also had a quarter section of land that she acquired later.  This land was about mid-way 
between Arena Township (above) and Freedom Township where Barbara and Johannes lived.

The 1915 SD census shows them in Cresbard.

Carrie died two years later (1917) of burns suffered in an accident that occurred on about 12/21/1916, I 
believe. One year later (1918), her oldest daughter, Mildred died.

Bert had remarried by 1920. He married a lady named Grace, from Ohio, and they were living in Fairview 
Township in Faulk Township with his two remaining daughters.

Here is a list of her descendants.

1. Rombs, Caroline B. (b. 1875 - Selz (South Russia - Ukrane), d. 1917-02-03 - Faulk County (SD)
sp. Austin, Bert W. (b. 1870-02-10 - Illinois, d. 1953-01-02 - SanDiego (CA))

2. Austin, Mildred B. (b. 1900, d. 1918-11-07 - Brown County (SD))
sp. Mayer, unknown

2. Austin, Dorothy E. (b. 1901-01-27 - Faulk County (SD, d. 1979-12-20 - Los Angeles (CA))
sp. Sieberg, Roland

3. Sieberg, Donald
2. Austin, Muriel Veva (b. 1904-11-15 - South Dakota, d. 1986-01-24 - Lakeport (CA))

sp. Hill, Unknown
sp. Evans, Charles Dineen (b. 1895, d. 1950)

3. Evans, Robert Charles (b. 1924, d. 1983)

This picture (from Betty Harris)
shows Carrie with her nephew Walter,
son of Nick Rombs. 

A good guess for the date of this photo
is 1910.
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Nicholas (Nick)

Nick helped my grandfather, Joe, build his house and perhaps a granary south of Lebanon in Potter County.  
(It was completed in the winter of 1920, and it is still there.) I have been told that Nick was a good carpenter.
He apparently was also quick to anger – pugnacious would probably be an apt description. Betty Harris, one 
of Nick's grandchildren, tracks the history of this branch of the family. I'm sure that she has more details.

Nick's daughter, Evelyn, lived just to the east of my family when we lived in Des Moines, IA. I was once left
with her family when my parents took a trip. It was a great stay!

Nick's daughter, Marie, was something of a favorite of my dad's sister, Anna Comeau. My family was 
fortunate to meet Marie and her second husband, Gus, in a trip to SD one summer.

Here is a list of Nick's descendants.

1. Rombs, Nicholas (b. 1877 - Selz (South Russia), d. 1945-09-01 - Mechanicsburg (PA))
sp. Nelson, Mary C. (b. 1885-11-04 - Kandota (MN), d. 1960-01-02 - Torrance (CA))

2. Rombs, Evelyn Agnes (b. 1912-05-01 - Faulkton (SD), d. 2006-01-27 - Newton (IA))
sp. Schmidt, Harold F. (b. 1905-04-07 - Iowa, d. 1988-12-17 - Newton (IA))

3. Schmidt, Janice M. (b. 1931 - South Dakota)
2. Rombs, Hazel Elizabeth (b. 1915-06-02 - Faulkton (SD), d. 1996-12-09)

sp. Fought, Vance R. (b. 1911)
3. Fought, Marion Ann (b. 1936-08-18, d. 2009-04-04)
3. Fought, Maynard Foster

2. Rombs, Lucille Eileen (b. 1919-06-08 - Faulkton (SD), d. 2012-03-16 - Minnesota)
sp. Harris, Keneth R.

3. Harris, Clayton Roger (b. 1938, d. 1972)
3. Harris, Barbara Ann (b. 1939)
3. Harris, Linda Lucille (b. 1947)
3. Harris, June Marie (b. 1949)
3. Harris, Richard Allen (b. 1951)
3. Harris, Betty Kaye (b. 1959)

2. Rombs, Katherine A. (b. 1924 - Faulkton (SD))
sp. Steele, Robert G.

3. Steele, Kathryn Janell (b. 1947)
2. Rombs, Marie I. (b. 1926 - Faulkton (SD), d. 2010-01-08)

sp. Schmidt, August E.
sp. Peasnall, James Oliver (b. 1920-05-13 - Utah, d. 2004-08-26 - Redondo Beach (CA))

3. Peasnall, Marsha Marie (b. 1948)
3. Peasnall, Jerald Owen (b. 1953)

2. Rombs, Walter J. (b. 1907-04-21 - South Dakota, d. 1993-01-05 - Central Point (OR))
sp. Carlson, Edith
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Here is a picture of Nick, probably taken in the 1930s.
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Elisabetha (Lizzie)

The details of Lizzie's life are unknown to me. Lizzie was the last child to be born in Russia. She was less 
than 2 years old when they mad the trip from Russia to the US. Following is a list of descendants that I have 
assembled.

2. Rombs, Elizabeth (b. 1883-06-00 - Russia, d. 1957 - Aberdeen (SD))
sp. Thornburg, unknown (b. 1879 - Indiana, d. 1912)

3. Thornburg, Ambrose Clayton (b. 1906 - North Dakota)
3. Thornburg, Harold Arlo (b. 1904 - North Dakota)
3. Thornburg, Clyde Alva (b. 1910-10-28 - Montana, bur. 1972-12-17 - Ft. Snelling (MN))
3. Thornburg, Mabel Evelyn (b. 1908 - Canada)

sp. Cranage, Matt (b. 1875 - Wisconsin)
3. Cranage, Elizabeth (b. 1927 - South Dakota)
3. Cranage, Everett (b. 1921 - South Dakota)
3. Cranage, Loren (b. 1919 - South Dakota)
3. Cranage, Maynard (b. 1922 - South Dakota)
3. Cranage, Ralph (b. 1917 - South Dakota)

Here is a picture
of Lizzie that my
dad's sister,
Annie, had.  I do
not know the
location or date.
The physical
nature of the
photograph
makes me think
that is may have
been taken in the
1950s.
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Kathryn (Katie)

I also know very little about Katie. Dad's sister has mentioned that Katie sometimes would stay with her 
when traveling to/from MT.

The information that I found regarding Katie's baptism in Ipswich at Holy Cross Church follows. The book 
recording baptisms has two facing pages for entries. Note that Katie's full name is Maria Katharina Rombs.  
(Her vorname = Maria and her rufname = Katharina.)  In each image that follows you will see two full lines 
of information.  Katie's is the second one. I will say more about the first (Barsch) line later.

Here are sections of the same entry, progressing from left to right. The first date is the date of birth.  The 
second is the baptism date.

01/31/20 65



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

Note that the sponsor's name was "Herdt".  I wonder if this was actually Hirt since there was such a family in
Kandel in South Russia. (The Kandel colony was close to Selz, the town where Barbara and Johannes lived.)

The priest's name was Joseph A. Stephan, and he left us a note.

I think that is says "They moved away and I could never find out their names until about a year afterwards."  
I wonder if shortly after October, 1888, they moved permanently to the homestead in Faulk County. Perhaps 
some or all of the family was living in Ipswich prior to this time while the homestead land was made 
habitable.
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One further Note. -
On the same day (10/29/1888) another child from Faulk Co. was baptized. Her name was Elizabetha Barsch. 
I have purposely included the information in the images above. I wonder if this family knew Johannes and 
Barbara.  It may be that the last name was actually Bertsch and that they were neighbors, residing on section 
14 of Freedom Township. (There were Bertsch families in the Kutschurgan colonies, but none with the name 
of Barsch.)

I have tried to locate Magdalena Eberle without success. Since my faith in the priest's ability to deal with 
Germanic names is not high, it may be that Magdalena Eberle might actually be Magdalena Gebhard, not 
Eberle. If this is correct then this family might actually be represented by the findagrave.com memorial 
115232469 .  This is purely speculation, however. Perhaps Eberle was her maiden name, subsequently 
changed by a marriage.
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Here is information about Katie's descendants.

2. Rombs, Kathryn (b. 1887-03-00, d. 1970-12-22 - Jefferson County (MT))
sp. Vinton, Alva J. (b. 1878 - Tama County Iowa, d. 1959-04-16 - Meagher MT)

3. Vinton, Fern C. (b. 1911 - South Dakota, d. 1993-03-13 - Meagher MT)
sp. Campbell, Clarice A. (b. 1919)

4. Vinton, Charles Willard (b. 1939 - Meagher MT)
sp. Chriskie, Theresa Ida (b. 1940 - Townsend (MT))

4. Vinton, Patricia (b. 1941)
4. Vinton, Lewis (b. 1942)
4. Vinton, Katie (b. 1944)
4. Vinton, Carol (b. 1946)
4. Vinton, Willard (b. 1949)
4. Vinton, Robert (b. 1954)
4. Vinton, Frank (b. 1955)
4. Vinton, Paul (b. 1959)

Here is the picture of
three Rombs sisters
again. Katie is the
middle person in this
picture.
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Here is a picture of Katie and
her husband, Alva Vinton.
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Joseph (Joe)

Joe is my grandfather.

As mentioned above, he was working for Ole Thompson in Arena Township (Potter County) in 1910. He 
must have really liked Ole's daughters. He eventually married Tena. He had been engaged to her sister, Anna,
who died in 1909 of appendicitis. 

He and the Thompsons lived near Carrie and Bert Austin for a while as noted above.

He had the flu during the 1918 Spanish flu epidemic.

In the spring of 1920, Joe and Tena and their children moved from Ole's house to a farm south of Lebanon.  
This is where he and Nick had constructed a house.

Joe used horses in farming all of his life.  Apparently he loved working with horses.  Dad has spoken often 
about how he trained them, was close to them, and was heartbroken when many were accidentally poisoned 
in the 1930s. Joe had a well-trained dog as well.

He was apparently a tall man. Served on the school board (Roy School), and he was a bouncer at some of the
local dances.

He died of colon cancer in Pierre after a long struggle.

Baptismal information that I found in Ipswich at Holy Cross follows. This image is a copy of what the priest 
recorded on a slip of paper, which was later placed in the official record book.  I am guessing that the Church
had not provided him with the official book at the time of the baptism.

Here are some features of this record.

The Rombs name is miss-spelled,
perhaps due to the way the name
was pronounced.
Joe's mother's name is shown as
Margaret.  I wonder if this name is
actually her vorname, so that her
full name would be Margaretha
Barbara Kessler. The use of the
names would be consistent with
common practice with Germanic
names.
One sponsor is Joseph Weissbeck.
I wonder if this is their neighbor,
who took out a patent on the SE1/4
of section 4 of Freedom Township (120N, 69W, 5th meridian).
Elizabeth Usselmann is the other sponsor.  Her last name is intriguing, since this is the married name 
of Johannes' mother.  Perhaps Elizabeth is a cousin of Johannes. Note that there are other Usselmann 
families in the area.  Further, it is interesting to note that there is an Elizabeth Usselmann (b.1855, 
d.1838), who married Martin Fischer. (Martin Fischer, homesteading on section 11 of Freedom 
Township, was a neighbor of Barbara and Johannes.)  And, if that is not enough coincidence, 
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Elizabeth Usselmann had a sister named Helen (b.1853, d.1940), who married John Weissbeck. 

I hope that you understand now why I am getting the feeling that the area held a number of cousins and 
acquaintances. Surnames keep popping up that are familiar. In fact the more research that I do, the more I 
realize that there must have been a sense of community due to the fact that cousins and longtime 
acquaintances from Russia were living nearby. The area must have been much more populous then than now 
by at least a factor of 30.

Here is a list of Joe's descendants.

2. Rhombs, Joseph (b. 1885-11-03 - Faulk County (SD, d. 1940-09-03 - Pierre (SD))
sp. Thompson, Tena A. (b. 1890-03-17 - Potter County, South Dakota, d. 1979-05-18 - Annie's House)

3. Rhombs, Robert Earl (b. 1920-02-20 - Lebanon, South Dakota, d. 2005-08-31 - Sarasota, Florida)
sp. Bates, [Living] Blanche Velma (b. 1921-12-22 - Bowman, North Dakota)

4. Rhombs, Pamela Ann (b. 1957-08-16)
sp. Carver, Mike (b. 1950-09-01, d. 2008-02-05)

5. Carver, Ashley (b. 1986-06-16)
4. Rhombs, Craig (b. 1949-09-30 - Des Moines, Iowa)

sp. Long, Edith Ann (b. 1951-02-22 - San Antonio, Texas)
5. Rhombs, Christopher Scott (b. 1988-05-16 - Minneapolis, Minnesota)

3. Rhombs, Vern J. (b. 1917-12-28 - Potter County, South Dakota, d. 1970-08-13 - Lebanon, South Dakota)
3. Rhombs, Anna V. (b. 1911 - Potter County (SD), d. 2002 - Potter County (SD))

sp. Comeau, Leo
4. Comeau, Phyllis Rae

sp. Rogers, Dale
5. Rogers, Lori
5. Rogers, Brad

4. Comeau, Robert Lee
sp. Livengood, Joan

5. Comeau, Brent Lee
5. Comeau, Adrienne Rae

This is a picture of Joe from around 1910, when he was about 25 years old.
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This may be a
picture of the
school that Joe
attended. He may
be the second
person from the
left.
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Short-lived Children Born in Russia

Information about these children comes in an email note from Dennis Roth (GRHS) and is based on 
information extracted from the Saratov Archive (Russia) thanks Joseph Rombs, who contracted with a 
Russian researcher.

Johannes: born 1868, died 6/18/1872

Andreas: born 3/14/1872, died 6/23/1873

Peter: born 1881, died 7/3/1882
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After Barbara's Death
Imagine yourself at age 51 with three teenage children, no spouse, and a farm to run.  I think that is the 
situation in which Johannes found himself after Barbara's death.  What would you do? - It appears that 
Johannes looked for help in the form of an arranged marriage to a woman from Chicago.

Second Marriage

Here is an outline of what happened.

In the summer of 1898, Johannes made arrangements through a man named Hoffman in Miranda to 
import a new wife from Chicago.

The woman's name was Mary Kastan. (I have never been able to find out more about her.)

Johannes picked her up in Roscoe.

It appears that there was a three week courtship, followed by marriage.

On 8/6/1898 he took out a marriage license, and on 8/13/1898 they are married.

It turns out that this was a horrible decision.  She was abusive to Johannes and the children.  She set 
fire to the house.  She “wandered” north to Edmunds County and south to Faulkton. Johannes 
retrieved here more than once. She called him a “lame, old bear.”

Little wonder that he sent her home on 10/25/1898 via Miranda. (It took him two months of hell, but 
he got rid of her.)

In June, 1902, he filed for divorce.  He appeared along with corroborating witnesses before Judge 
Pickler.  

You can read the details below.
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Note: You can find more about the Deputy Clerk named McDearmon at the Find A Grave Memorial 
64473839.
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1900 Fed Census

The 1900 Federal Census shows Johannes still on the farm, with children (Joe and Katie), and Carrie and her 
husband Bert Austin. This makes me wonder if Carrie and Bert had moved in with Johannes partly to help 
with the teenage kids, Katie and Joe.

1905 SD Census

The 1905 SD census shows Johannes living in Faulkton.
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Katie is found in Faulkton as well, doing domestic work.

Meanwhile, Joe has moved to Arena Township in Potter County, working as a farm hand.  It must be at about
this time that Joe began working for Ole Thompson.
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Bert Austin (and presumably his family) can be found at the farm at Freedom Township.

When viewed this way, some time in 1904 or 1905, a decision must have been made to disperse the family.  
Joe going off to work in Potter County, Johannes going into Faulkton, Katie also moving to Faulkton and 
finding domestic work, and Carrie and Bert staying on the farm.

Since Carrie and Bert show up in Potter County in the 1910 Federal Census, I suspect that they must have 
moved there after what was left of the farm was sold.  
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1910 Fed Census

The 1910 Federal Census shows Johannes still in Faulkton, just three residences away from son, Nick, and 
his family on Main Street.

This makes me wonder even more what Johannes was doing in a hay field near Beebe on 8/8/1914.
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Settling the Estate of Johannes Rombs

Will Dated 1911

Here is a copy of Johannes' will and the paperwork that was filed in association with it after his death.
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It appears that part of the estate must have included a stallion. And it looks as if it is still being used in 
subsequent years (by Nick?).
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Katie Prods Nick to Settle Estate

It is 1917 after all! Nick pleads poverty.  The court says sell stuff and distribute the proceeds!
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The sheriff does his job of notifying Nick.
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Nick is removed from control of the estate.
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Here's an inventory of what was left.

Note: You can find more about Judge Irvin Allen Cornwell at Find A Grave Memorial 93213559.
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Property in Faulkton is sold.
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Embezzlement charges.

Note: more about Judge Jarvis can be found at Find A Grave Memorial 119171915.
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Joe's check.
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Future Research
So, there you have it. This is all that I know of to describe the lives of Johannes and Barbara on the Earth. 
The information leaves me with a general feeling of sadness, even though I know that there must have been 
good times. In balance it seems like there was a lot of struggle. I'm sure that this is common for people 
caught up in uncertain times.

Here is a list of items that I believe might still be pursued.

Explore the whereabouts of Barbara's brother, Franz.  Was he in Pierce Co., ND, in the 1900 census 
and then in Washington Co., Oregon, in the 1910 census?

01/31/20 121



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

01/31/20 122



Johannes and Barbara Rombs

Explore GRHS resources in Bismarck.

Research location of Lizzie's birth as indicated in the church in SD.

Track down what became of Johannes' uncles and aunts.  Some information is known, but many 
details could be filled in.

Do the same for Barbara's uncles and aunts.

Determine the ancestors of Rochus Kessler (b. 1854).

Do further research to determine relationships if any to other people with the Rombs surname – e.g., 
those living in Ohio, Texas, and ND, Aberdeen (descendants of Walter Rombs, who immigrated in the
early 20th century?).

A person named Alice I. Rhombs (b ~1886, d. 1909) is sometimes shown in family trees as a child of 
Johannes and Barbara. I have seen no evidence that this is accurate, however.  Finding such evidence 
could be another research topic.

Here is a 1976 note from Evelyn (Rombs) Schmidt to my dad. It contains some information that 
could be investigated.  It appears to be based on a note from Fern Vinton in 1960.

From Fern Vinton in 1960: Johann Rombs was a professor of languages at St. Petersburg 
college near Odessa. (This may be information about one of Johannes' paternal ancestors.)

Johannes raised and imported horses after coming to the US.

Evelyn had notes that hint at the possible existence of another child of Johannes and Barbara named 
George.  No dates are provided for the birth of this child, but it is mentioned that he survived only for
two years.  I have never seen any corroborating information or evidence.  Maybe this was an attempt 
to describe one of the children that lived only short lives in Russia.

Find evidence to corroborate that some of the Rombs ancestors were teachers.
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END
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