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Purpose
This is a summary of information that I have about the Kessler/Saenger family. I am hoping to some 
day determine where the father, Josef, died.
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Information about Josef Kessler

1848 Birth in Russia (from 1852 Selz census)
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Information about Josef Kessler

1881 (?) Marriage in Russia to Anna Saenger (b.~1858)

1881: estimated from birth of first daughter, Edith, on 7/22/1882.  The 1905 SD census indicates 1883, 
but I am inclined to think that Edith was legitimate.

Anna may have been from one of the Kutshurgan colonies in Russia. The last census that I have is for 
1852, however.

1885 Immigration to the USA
From the manifest of the SS Elbe (Bremen to NY 10/31/1885)

See persons 482-485. Person 484 is probably Edith.  Birth dates are sightly off from other sources.

Person 476 is probably Franz Kessler with wife and family. (Franz is a brother of my great 
grandmother, Barbara. Josef Kessler is a cousin to my great grandmother and her brother, Franz.)
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Information about Josef Kessler

1893 Death
1893: The only reference comes from his wife’s obit from 1930. (1930-37 = 1893) I can’t find a burial 
location!
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Information about Josef Kessler

Family Events
Family  of Joseph (and Anna) shown as descendants of Jakob Kessler.
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Information about Josef Kessler

Picture: The Family of Anna (Saenger) and Josef Kessler

I suspect that the picture
was taken around 1900 in
Ipswich.
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Information about Josef Kessler

1889 Birth of Son Joseph in Faulk County
Why in Faulk Co.?? (This is where cousins Johannes and Barbara (Kessler) Rombs lived at the time.)

Name: Joseph Kessler
Event Type: Birth
Event Date: 06 Jan 1889
Event Place: Faulk, South Dakota, United States
Gender: Male
Father's Name: Joseph Kessler
Mother's Name: Anna Saenger
Digital Folder Number:

Citing this Record:

"South Dakota, Department of Health, Index to Births 1843-1914 and Marriages 1950-2016," database,
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKD8-D3BW : 11 February 2018), Joseph 
Kessler, 06 Jan 1889; citing Birth, Faulk, South Dakota, United States, South Dakota Department of 
Health, Pierre.
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Information about Josef Kessler

1900 fed census

Edith:

Rest of family down the street:

Source Citation

Year: 1900; Census Place: Ipswich, Edmunds, South Dakota; Page: 6; Enumeration District: 0141; FHL
microfilm: 1241549

Source Information

Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 
1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls. 

08/01/18 Craig Rhombs 8



Information about Josef Kessler

1905 SD census

Citing this Record

"South Dakota State Census, 1905," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MM4Y-7VK : 29 July 2017), Annie Kesslar, South Dakota, 
United States; citing State Historical Society, Pierre; FHL microfilm 2,281,694.
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Information about Josef Kessler

1910 fed census

Joseph, Anna, and Katie all present with mother Anna. In Ipswich.

Source Citation

Year: 1910; Census Place: Ipswich Ward 3, Edmunds, South Dakota; Roll: T624_1480; Page: 8B; 
Enumeration District: 0174; FHL microfilm: 1375493

Source Information

Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2006. 
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1915 SD census

Citing this Record

"South Dakota State Census, 1915," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MMH2-6WX : 5 August 2017), Anna Kessler; citing State 
Historical Society, Pierre; FHL microfilm 2,283,794.
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Information about Josef Kessler

1920 fed census
Anna with Edith and Josef in Ipswich.

Daughter Edith is a dressmaker and son Joseph is a manager at a garage.

Citing this Record

"United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M6NP-VJY : accessed 29 July 2018), Anna Kessler, Ipswich, 
Edmunds, South Dakota, United States; citing ED 139, sheet 9A, line 9, family 2, NARA microfilm 
publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1992), roll 1720; 
FHL microfilm 1,821,720.
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1925 SD census

Citing this Record

"South Dakota State Census, 1925," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MM43-8L2 : 5 August 2017), Anna Kessler; citing 434, State 
Historical Society, Pierre; FHL microfilm 2,368,580.
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Information about Josef Kessler

1930 fed census

Again with Edith and Joseph . . .

Edith is a seamstress and Joseph is at a garage. Anna and Edith are listed as aliens, which I believe 
means that husband, Josef, never was naturalized.

Anna says that she was 22 when married, so marriage would have taken place in about 1881, 
confirming the conjecture above.

Citing this Record

"United States Census, 1930," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XQV3-KYS : accessed 29 July 2018), Annie Kessler, Ipswich,
Edmunds, South Dakota, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) ED 20, sheet 9A, line 10, 
family 208, NARA microfilm publication T626 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 2002), roll 2222; FHL microfilm 2,341,956. 
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Information about Josef Kessler

1930 Death of Anna (wife)
Death about 7 months after the federal census.
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