
The Life of Libby Bates (1895-1936)

Summary Narrative
Libby (Elizabeth/Libbie) was born to Agnes Moodie and Charles Bates in Green Co., Wisconsin, in 
1895. 

I believe that she moved with her mother sometime between 1905 and 1909 to South Dakota (Haynes, 
Perkins Co., SD), where she attended school. I have followed her up to 1915 in this vicinity. [Her 
father, Charles, died of a brain tumor in WI in 1900.]

My mother has said that she thought that Libby worked for a newspaper in ND, and now I can say that 
this indeed makes sense based on other things that I have found.

In 1919 Libby marries John L. Owens in Richland Co., MT.  Tracing John’s past reveals that he was 
born in La Porte City, IA, in 1875. His first wife was Bertha Sparrow, from MN. They appear to have 
had one son, named Cromwell Lewis, in Bowdle, SD, in about 1897. At some point Bertha disappears 
from the scene, however. I believe that this is due to the fact that she is committed to the SD state 
mental institution in Yankton. She appears there in the 1920 census.  She is buried there as well (after 
death in Cook Co., IL, in 1925). [There is an inherited neurological disease involved since she, her son,
and one of his offspring suffered from it (Huntingtons?).]

John took up newspaper editing and publishing in an assortment of small town/county papers, 
including ones in Bowdle, SD, McIntosh, SD, Hazen, ND, and elsewhere. I suspect that Libby met him 
as a part of the work that she must have done in a paper in the vicinity of Haynes, SD. (This would fit 
with my mother’s recollection.) They appear in Sidney, MT, in the 1920 Federal census.

In the 1925 ND census, John appears in ND in two locations. Libby shares one of the locations (in 
Hazen, ND).

In 1930, John is still in ND and Libby is living not too far from her brother, Frank, in the city of 
Tacoma in Washington state. She is a Linotype operator. So, sometime between 1925 and 1930, Libby 
and John have divorced.

John dies in 1931 and is buried near Mandan, ND. The death certificate shows his marital status as 
“divorced.”

Libby dies on 4/4/1936 of cancer in Tacoma. Her body was cremated there and her ashes were buried  
on 8/13/1936 in the Eastlawn Cemetery in Beloit, WI. Her remains are now in the same plot as those of
her sister, May, and May’s husband Olaf Lund.

All in all, this is a story with many twists and turns, some that have yet to be discovered.
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