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Campbell County Convergence

Overview
Sam Loy and Anna Allen encountered each other in Campbell County, SD.  I suspect that Sam came to the area 
from Ohio in about 1888 or perhaps slightly earlier.  Sam may have traveled there alone from OH– I believe just
after separation from his first wife in 1885-1886.  Anna and her family moved to the area perhaps somewhat 
sooner than that.  Anna was part of a group of related families that moved from Crawford Co., PA. 

To help understand the encounter, this note starts by exploring land patent information for the township 
(Fairview) where Sam and Anna lived prior to their marriage in 1895. Inter-relationships among certain of the  
people who settled in Fairview Township are presented in the context of these patents.

Some (much) of this information was earlier presented by John Allen in a publication entitled “A Treasure – The
Family of James H. Allen.” Here I focus on just one aspect of the lives (i.e.,locations) of the some of the people 
that John Allen discussed in more detail. Here is what he had to say about the move of Anna’s family to SD.
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Land Patent Information
The picture that follows shows select homestead “sites” in part of Fairview Township in Campbell Co., SD, 
based on BLM information for T125N R77W (5th principal meridian).  Surnames mentioned are Allen, Hatch, 
Kimmy, Stuart, Robbins, and Loy. Except for Loy, all of these names represent families that moved from the 
vicinity of Meadville, Crawford Co., PA, in the last 15 years of the 19th century.  At this time South Dakota had 
just become a state, and public lands were made available for settlement.  In general, Campbell County was 
settled by German-Russians, Norwegians, and an assortment of others.  This group of homesteaders is part of 
“the others.”

Following are slightly more detailed descriptions of the land patents shown in the picture.
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Sam Loy – in section 24
https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/patent/default.aspx?
accession=SD0270__.417&docClass=STA&sid=p1e2nuwh.mwj#patentDetailsTabIndex=0

Allen Patents - in sections 1, 12, and 13
Five patents are shown for Allens in Fairview Township. See https://glorecords.blm.gov/results/default.aspx?
searchCriteria=type=patent|st=SD|cty=021|ln=allen|sp=true|sw=true|sadv=false .

All but one of these are shown in the picture above. The one left out is for Jacob Allen. It was taken out much 
later, as he was the son of Albert R. Allen.
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John E. Robbins – in section 13
Three patents are shown for people named Robbins. - https://glorecords.blm.gov/results/default.aspx?
searchCriteria=type=patent|st=SD|cty=021|ln=robbins|sp=true|sw=true|sadv=false

For now, I am ignoring the patents for Harry Eugene Robbins. His patents are much later than the others being 
considered here.  However, his line may trace back to Robbins people in colonial CT, and so he may be 
distantly related to the other Robbins people, whose histories are discussed here. This might be an interesting 
line of research for the future.

The patent for John E. Robbins, however, is of interest as he is John Edwin Robbins III, the brother of Lucia.

Charles Stuart – in section 14
Charles has one patent where his family lives. He is related to Lucia by marriage to her sister, Martha.  -  
https://glorecords.blm.gov/results/default.aspx?searchCriteria=type=patent|st=SD|cty=021|ln=stuart|sp=true|
sw=true|sadv=false 
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Myron Kimmy – in section 11
One patent - https://glorecords.blm.gov/results/default.aspx?searchCriteria=type=patent|st=SD|cty=021|
ln=kimmy|sp=true|sw=true|sadv=false 

Myron is married to Lucia’s sister, Mary.

Hatch Patents – in sections 1, 2, 11, 12
Five patents are shown. - https://glorecords.blm.gov/results/default.aspx?searchCriteria=type=patent|st=SD|
cty=021|ln=hatch|sp=true|sw=true|sadv=false 

In the picture above, only two are pictured – those for Columbus and Frank W. Hatch. Columbus was married to
Lucia’s sister, Ester/Esther. By way of explanation, Frank, Ira, and Virgil Hatch are son’s of Columbus. Vinona 
is Virgil’s wife. (Her maiden name was Austin.)
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Founders: The Robbins/Warner and Allen/Robbins Families
The homesteads mentioned above can be understood in the context of just two families. - The family of John 
Edwin Robbins Jr. / Electa Warner and the family of their daughter Lucia Elila Robbins and her husband James 
Henry Allen.

Here is a family group sheet for the Robbins / Warner family.
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Then there is a family group sheet for the Allen / Robbins family.
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Relationships of Homesteaders to Lucia Robbins Allen
With this background, the homesteading families can be understood based on  the relationships of the heads of 
households to Lucia Robbins Allen in the 1890s. I tend to think of her as the matriarch of or virtual focus at the 
center of this group of settlers.  I wonder if she viewed herself in this manner.

Here are Lucia’s . . .

• Husband
◦ James H. Allen (husband)

• Siblings and Their Children
◦ John E. Robbins (brother)
◦ Charles Stuart (brother in-law; married to sister Martha Naomi Robbins)
◦ Columbus Hatch (brother in-law, married to sister Louisa Esther Robbins)

▪ Frank Hatch (nephew, son of Columbus and Louisa)
• Children

◦ Sam Loy (son in-law, married to daughter Anna Louella)
◦ Harry J. Allen (son, married to Mattie Hankins))
◦ Myron Kimmy (son in-law, married to daughter Mary Electa Allen)
◦ Albert R. Allen (son, married to Mary Hanes/Kightlinger (also from Crawford Co.))
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Here is a revised version of the original picture, now showing the relationships to Lucia, depicted with the 
yellow star. Blue lines point to sons/daughters/nephew. Green lines lead to sisters/brother.
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Family Details
Following is some more detail about some of the households. The John Allen publication mentioned above has 
more details. There is also a nice representation of many Robbins descendants associated with Lucia’s sister, 
Louisa, in the ancestry.com tree (Bellman Family tree) maintained by “dustyfeathers” -  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/9544262/family?cfpid=300046752368 .

Lucia Robbins and James H. Allen
I know of no pictures of James Allen, so I start with pictures of Lucia.

An Early Picture of Lucia Robbins

Picture Source =  http://www.forgottenphotosproject.com/ (You can find many pictures
that show the Robbins daughters. Apparently these were owned by Sophia Robbins.

They were discovered in AK, where she had moved with her husband.)

A Later Picture of Lucia
Robbins Allen

From the document by John Allen
mentioned earlier.

Rather than re-write a description of this family, I’ll just include a few excerpts from John Allen’s publication 
and refer you to the family group sheet presented here earlier. Following is text describing James H. Allen’s life.
Along with that are copies of obituaries for him and Lucia.
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Background about James H. Allen

Obituary for James H. Allen

Obituary for 
Lucia Robbins
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John E. Robbins (brother)
I don’t know much about John E. Robbins III. Based on ancestry.com trees, he may have been married to one or
more ladies with maiden name of Price.

More research could be done into his history, but for now it appears that he was born on 3/5/1831 in Livingston 
Co., NY, and he died on 4/9/1901 in Erie Co., NY.

This means that he must have sold or forfeited the homestead in Campbell Co., SD.  Further research might 
yield the details. 
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Charles Stuart and Martha Naomi Robbins (sister)
Below is an early photo of Martha from a collection found in Ankorage, AK. This was presumably taken there 
by her sister Sophia, who moved there with her husband. (See http://www.forgottenphotosproject.com/ )

Martha was married to Charles Stuart in Meadville on 4/15/1866. The second photo that follows shows the 
family after relocating to Vernon Co., WI. She was born in 1845 and died in 1936 (at age 91!).

She/they had four children – Gertrude Helen, Eva Mae, Eva C., and Louise F.

Picture of Martha Naomi Robbins

Charles Stuart family photo

back, 3 Stuart daughters & 2grandsons: Eva 
(Mrs. Will Hornby) & Ray; Gertie (Mrs. Mart 
Hornby) & Roy; Louise front: Charles and 
Martha Naomi Robbins Stuart (Stewart)

from https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109341513/person/390074702480/facts?
_phsrc=Hde7&_phstart=successSource 
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Columbus Hatch and Louisa Esther Robbins (sister)
Here is a compilation of information from various sources in order to give some feeling for the Hatch / Robbins 
family.

First, from findagrave memorial 95317120, there is the following text 
about Columbus. - “Moved to Wisconsin . . ., joined the northern 
army . . ., Civil War veteran, saw action with General Sherman, to 
Campbell County in 1885. Married Louisa Robbins.” Other information 
from ancestry.com sources indicates that he was born on Crawford Co., 
PA, on 6/2/1826.  He married Louisa Robbins on 4/17/1850 in Blooming
Valley, PA. He died in Campbell Co., SD, in May, 1904. Clearly he had 
an active life.

Louisa was born in Livingston Co., NY, in 1829 and died in 1922 at age 93(!). She is buried in Crawford Co., 
PA, so she must have moved back to PA some time after the death of Columbus. (The 1910 to 1920 federal and 
South Dakota census enumerations should clarify this.)

I believe that they had six children: Frank, Ira, George, Mary (“Minnie”), Cora, and Virgil. (I have not tracked 
this family in detail.) The children were born in an assortment of locations, which reflects the family’s 
movement from PA to WI to SD.

This photo from the Bellman Family Tree at ancestry.com may show 
Columbus, Louisa, and new daughter Mary.
 

see - https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/9544262/person/-
658181930/facts?_phsrc=fyk2&_phstart=successSource 

Picture of Columbus Hatch and Louisa Esther Robbins
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Harry J. Allen (son) and Mattie Hankins
Findagrave.com memorial 94249808 has some information about this family. - 
https://secure.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=94240808 

Although, I have found no photos of Harry, I have found photos of his son, Claude Allen, who was a MN state 
legislator. (https://www.leg.state.mn.us/legdb/fulldetail?id=10882 )
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Myron Kimmy and Mary Electa Allen (daughter)
This family relocated to Canada from South Dakota, and Lucia relocated with them as well.  Eventually, the 
family moved to McCleary, WA.  Some great photos and family history follow.

Myron_Kimmy_family picture

Found on Carmen's Genealogy Website:
http://www.geocities.com/lux731/index.html Myron Samuel
KIMMY and wife Mary Electa ALLEN, with their children

Alice Lucia and George Samuel.

Georgina Smith, a descendant of Mary and Myron, has written
the following on familyserach.org. -

“Myron Samuel Kimmy was the seventh child born to Peter
Kimmy and Mary Pike in Meadville, Pennsylvania. He had

one younger brother, Perry, who was four years younger.
Their mother died when Myron was eight years old. In 1870
Census he was dwelling with Samuel Hobbs, and wife, who
was a hotel keeper in Meadville Ward 2. He was age 13 and

worked in a Cigar Factory. Nov 8 1883 he married Mary
Electa Allen in Blooming Valley, Crawford County,

Pennsylvania. In 1900 they were living in Madison Township
Lake County, Ohio where his brother Perry lived. Occupation

of Myron was carpenter. In this Census Mary indicated that she was the mother of 4 children and 3 were living.
No information has been found about the other child who would have had died young. When they moved to

Alberta Canada Myron applied for Canadian Citizenship. He farmed on a homestead obtained. When he went to
Washington State in 1910 he had to apply for United States Naturalization which seemed rather strange since he

was born in Pennsylvania, United States. “

A picture follows that was taken in Canada. It shows this family and assorted relatives.
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Myron_Kimmy_family picture in Canada

Found on Carmen's Genealogy Website: http://www.geocities.com/lux731/index.html
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Albert R. Allen (son) and Mary Hanes/Kightlinger
Albert was born in Crawford County, PA, and died an early death in Campbell County, SD.  He apparently died 
from an injury inflicted by a horse early in 1900. (See his findagrave.com memorial #94240293. -  
https://secure.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?
page=gr&GSln=allen&GSiman=1&GScid=97264&GRid=94240293& )

Here is a copy of the marriage
license for Albert and Mary.

Albert’s wife, Mary Jane, was a
part of the William Kightlinger

family, which settled in the same
area in Campbell Co., SD.  Her

maiden name is reported as
Hanes, however, and she was
born prior to the marriage of

William to his wife, Anna. So,
there is a story waiting to be

discovered to explain her
association with the William

Kightlinger family. The
Kightlingers were also from

Crawford Co., PA, and they are
likely related to a large number of

people in PA with the same
surname.

After Albert’s death, Mary
remained in the Campbell Co.

area until her death in 1923.  It
appears that her children

remained in the area as well.
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Sam Loy and Anna Louella Allen (daughter)
Following are pictures of Sam an Anna extracted from other group pictures.

Sam Loy  Anna Louela Allen

Anna’s birth family is fairly well described above. Sam was from Ohio, and there exists some information about
him that I believe is inaccurate. Based on my research, I believe that he was born in 1859 to John (Johann) Loy 
and Susanna Snyder, who were married in 1857.  

Sam’s father immigrated from Baden just after the 1848 Revolution that preceded the formation of a united 
German state in 1871.  Johann had been married to Sophia Kaelber, who had previously been married to Jakob 
Heidegger. (Sophia and Jakob had three children, some of whom I believe immigrated to the US and adopted 
the surname Hydaker.)  In any event, Johann and Sophia had three children (John E., Catherine, and Mary). 
Sophia either died in transit to the US or shortly before.

When John/Johann married Susanna, their family consisted of themselves and John’s three children. (Susanna 
was part of a family that came to OH from PA.) John and Susanna had four children (Christina, Lizzie, Sophia, 
and Sam).  Sometime, not too long after Sam’s birth in 1859, Susanna disappears from the family for an 
undocumented reason. 

In 1863 John marries again, this time to “Mariah Augustine” according to a marriage certificate. Based on 
period records for the area in Ohio around prospect and Waldo, OH, where John lived, I suspect that Mariah’s 
surname was actually Augenstein and that her full name was Maria Catherina Augenstein. Although exact dates 
are somewhat elusive, John and Maria added two children (Mary M. and Sarah Ann) to the family.

The point of all of this is that Sam had a number of siblings in OH.  Their own families are pretty well 
documented and confirmed from DNA testing. There is no evidence that I have seen that Sam participated in the
Civil War as suggested by findagrave.com memorial 95504249.

20 © Craig Rhombs  (a copy of this analysis is at http://281connections.us ) 05/07/18

http://281connections.us/


Campbell County Convergence
I believe that in 1882 (age 23) Sam married Margaret Rower.  They had a child named William H. (b.1883).  
However, something happened that resulted in Sam moving to South Dakota and Margaret marrying Sam E, 
Clevenger (a former neighbor of Margaret’s) in 1891.  William was left with his maternal grand parents, James 
and Sarah Rower. [All of this is based on paper records, but I hope to confirm it through DNA testing.]

So, this brings us back to the story in South Dakota, where Sam encounters Anna Allen and marries her in 1895.
There is likely a 20 year difference in their ages, not the 30 years reported by some. Their own family is 
depicted in the family group sheet that follows. 
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Here is an excerpt from John Allen’s publication that focuses on Anna but describes the exploits of the 
Allen/Loy family better than any other source of which I am aware.
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A Robbins Family Bible
A few years ago, a bible was discovered in SD that is special to the descendants of Robbins/Warner family. The 
provenance of the bible is as follows.

• 1864 - Published in Hartford, CT, by Case, Lockwood and Company. (This is interesting, even if it is a 

coincidence, as the maternal line of this family traces back to Colonial CT (Hartford, New Haven ,etc.))

• 1864 – Given to Daughter Lucia by her father John Robbins within a year of the death of his wife Electa 

Warner.

• 1873 – Passes from Lucia Robbins Allen to her daughter Mary Electa Allen Kimmy.

• 1898 – Passes to the youngest daughter of Lucia, namely Anna Luella Allen Loy.

• 1941 – Passes to Anna’s daughter Marian Loy Bates.

• 1980 – Passes to Marian’s daughter Shirley Bates Nelson.

• 2004 – Passes to Shirley’s daughter Kristie.

The bible was restored in 2004.  Unfortunately, nothing was recorded in the bible other than its passage along 
the maternal line.  It is a special artifact that documents part of an interesting maternal line that can be traced to 
Colonial CT and then to England. 
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Here are pictures.

Before restoration. The inscription reads “Lucia
Allen.”

After restoration.
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Related Census Information
Basic information for this time period comes from two sources – the 1895 South Dakota Census and the 1900 
Federal Census. Following are excerpts from these sources that support the analysis above that is centered on 
land patents.

This page of the 1895 South Dakota Census
shows names and ages of people in Allen and

Hatch families. 

Sam Loy’s name is at the top of the list. (His
age is off by 5 years.  He should be 36.) His
future wife, Anna Allen is shown on line 6.

Her age is reported correctly. Anna is with her
mother Lucia and brother “Rolly” in Frank

Allen’s house (her brother).
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This image from 1895 shows the Stuart
and Kimmy families.
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Here is part of a page from the 1900 census – covering part of Fairview Township.

The section of the 1900 census above shows Lucia with her son, Rolland, and helper named Elsie. -
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Also shown is the household of Lucia’s recently widowed daughter in-law, Mary (wife of son Albert). Albert 
had died earlier in the year. Note that Mary’s oldest brother, Robert Kightlinger, is present in the house with 
Mary’s family. It makes sense that he is helping after the recent death of Albert. The rest of the Kightlinger 
family is nearby.  

The fact that the Kightlingers do not appear in the 1895 census is an indication that they arrived in the area 
some time between 1895 and 1900.
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Here is a part of another page from the 1900 census.

Included on this page is the family of Sam and Anna. -

Note that Sam is shown as having been born in 1860 – still one year off from the 1859 date that I suspect is 
accurate based on other evidence, like the 1860 federal census.
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