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the most from the premier 
free genealogy website . . .
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Welcome

● Craig Rhombs
– Retired software guy with long time interest in 

genealogy
– https://281connections.us 
– Email: 281connections@gmail.com 

 
Creative Commons License:
Genealogy class materials by Craig Rhombs are licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

https://281connections.us/
mailto:281connections@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Objectives

● Review the following features of the 
familysearch.org web site
– Account
– Help / Help Center
– Searching
– Family tree
– Memories
– Indexing
– Activities

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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The lesser used facilities

● Most people jump right in and try to search for 
a name.

● There is much value in NOT doing that first.
● Look at . . .

– The Help Center
– The Wiki
– FamilySearch groups/communities for help
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Your Account

● Get one! It won‘t hurt & you‘ll not receive spam.
● https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch

-signin-benefits/
● Benefits:

– User authentication
– More searchable content
– More personalized services

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-signin-benefits/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-signin-benefits/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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New During the Pandemic

● Changes to on-line consultations - 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/family-history-library/virtual-genealogy-consultation-faqs  

● Nearly 5.8 billion images, 1.4 indexed, 4.4 unindexed!
● 423,000 physical book in catalog
● 3000 record collections
● 90,000 “how to“ articles
● Physical library remodeling
● Multi-language support expanded
● Help system redesigned
● ancestors.familysearch.org faciilities added
● Mobile app
● Use of aliases in search feature
● Redesign of memories facilities
● 400th anniversary: https://www.familysearch.org/collection/mayflower-descendants/
● Changes coming: image exploration, record detail, physical library, Germans from Russia 

collection acquisition, search pages
● Completion of microfilm digitizing

https://www.familysearch.org/en/family-history-library/virtual-genealogy-consultation-faqs
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News & Education

● Stay up to date by viewing the blog
– https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/
– https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/tag/about-familysearch/whats-new-at-familysearch

● Periodic entries include “record update“ entries
● Classes & Webinars (live and recorded)

– https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Classes_and_Webinars
– https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Classes_in_the_Learning_Center   

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/tag/about-familysearch/whats-new-at-familysearch
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Classes_and_Webinars
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Classes_in_the_Learning_Center
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Help!

● People frequently breeze past this on the way to 
searching. - Don‘t!  -  Recently updated: 
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-sim
plified-help-menu/

● Helpful Resources / Helper Resources
● Contact Us 
● Communities
● Help and Learning with many options like . . .

– The Research Wiki
● Examples: by country (Scotland); by topic (slave)
● Rookie mistakes

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-simplified-help-menu/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-simplified-help-menu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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The Help Center

● Pick a topic or . . .
● Search for a topic
● https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter

/landing
  

https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/landing
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/landing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Searching for Help

● Enter search string to find 
– Articles
– Lessons/classes
– WIKI entries

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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The Research Wiki

● Access via 
„Search“ menu

● Left Navigation
● Search
● Note guided help
● https://www.famil

ysearch.org/wiki/
en/Main_Page
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Wiki - By Location Example 1

Also: (research outlines) 
https://www.familysearch.org/
wiki/en/Research_Outlines
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Research_Outlines
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Research_Outlines
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Wiki - By Location Example 2

● France makes another 
good example 
because of the 
research tools.

● https://www.familysear
ch.org/wiki/en/France_
Genealogy
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/France_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/France_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/France_Genealogy
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Wiki - By Topic Example

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Wiki – Topic “Rookie 
Mistakes“

 https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Rookie_Mistakes  

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Rookie_Mistakes
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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The Power of Community

● Our ancestors did not live their lives for our 
convenience. 

● Most had struggles of their own. Life was 
messy for many.

● Keep an open mind.
● When stumped, develop a hypothesis that can 

explain the facts; test it; revise as necessary.
● Maintain an issues list.
● Reach out for help: 

https://community.familysearch.org/en 

https://community.familysearch.org/en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Dedicated Website (new)

don‘t forget to sign in

groups

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Example Community 
Research Groups 

See 
https://community.f
amilysearch.org/e
n/group/79-france-
research
 
  
Note  
announcement, 
and discussion 
sections

https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/79-france-research
https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/79-france-research
https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/79-france-research
https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/79-france-research
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Family Search Workflow

● Understanding this can help you do your research.
● Raw images are acquired and sent “home“
● These images reside in a sort of queue of images 

that are not cataloged and not indexed.
● OCR and AI are used to initially process the 

images, but they are still neither cataloged nor 
indexed by a human.

● Images are then cataloged.
● Cataloged images are indexed by humans.
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Family Search Workflow

Raw 
images

Queued 
images

 Images 
Processed 

with OCR & AI

cataloged
images

indexed 
images
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Searching Indexed Sources

● General record search – start general and then focus; note 
new format! https://www.familysearch.org/search/  

● Example: find Agnes Moodie b.1871 in Scotland 
● Example: Use collections to narrow search (Scotland – 

Thomas Moodie b. 1790 in Scotland)
● Example: By collection (1850 slave schedules – Bythewood 

in SC)

https://www.familysearch.org/search/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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The “More Options“ Form

New alternate name 
fields as well as 
changes to how you 
enter other search 
criteria.

One motivation for 
these changes was 
probably the desire to 
make the web pages 
adaptable to various 
environments – desktop 
and mobile with a 
variety of display sizes.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Finding Agnes

● Agnes Moodie
● Born in 1871 in 

Scotland . . .

● Source citation
● Saving 
● Sharing
"Scotland Births and Baptisms, 
1564-1950", database, 
FamilySearch (
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/
1:1:FQ8B-7X6
  : 12 February 2020), Jane Agnes 
Moodie, 1871.

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FQ8B-7X6
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FQ8B-7X6
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Finding Thomas Moodie

● b. 1790
● Narrow to collection = Scotland Births and Baptisms 

filtering

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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How to Use the Catalog (1) 
– finding a collection first

● Use example of 
Elizabeth Litster/Lister

● Find marriage directly 
using marriage collection 
for Scotland

● Year ~ 1816 +/- 3

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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How to Use the Catalog (2) 
– locate source by topic

● Keyword 
search

● Poorhouse 
info for Iowa
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Finding Bythewood Slaves

● Look for 
Bythewood 
in SC, then 
focus on 
1850 stave 
schedule 
collection

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Tips from FamilySearch

● Regarding indexed online sources
● Tips: 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tips
_for_Searching_an_Online_Index

● Spelling flexibility
● Less can be more
● Restrict results that are too numerous
● Try a different source/index

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tips_for_Searching_an_Online_Index
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tips_for_Searching_an_Online_Index
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Cataloged Records NOT 
Indexed

● Most are not indexed (80%?) - see historical record 
collections for indexed ones (20%)
– https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list?count=20 

● They consist of digital images
● There are techniques for finding them and then navigating 

to your information
● https://www.familysearch.org/search/ 

– Use map or collection list
– Use catalog (topic, location, etc.)
– Analyze how the source is organized!

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list?count=20
https://www.familysearch.org/search/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Examples of Un-indexed 
Searches

● For those sources that have been cataloged
● South Dakota image-only records 

(start with “search by place“) - 

These have been indexed, 

but this example assumes that they have not in order to show how to use images

● Look for SD county naturalization records
– Hint: https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/2078640 

● Faulk County, box 9: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99WY-ZXR1?i=95&wc=MCYH
-2W5%3A357893701%2C357914801&cc=2078640
 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/2078640
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99WY-ZXR1?i=95&wc=MCYH-2W5%3A357893701%2C357914801&cc=2078640
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99WY-ZXR1?i=95&wc=MCYH-2W5%3A357893701%2C357914801&cc=2078640
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Records Neither Indexed 
Nor Cataloged

● More details: ~40% are Neither indexed Nor cataloged 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzPQqgyk-bI

● Many new records are processed using OCR to help 
automate the indexing process.  (Artificial intelligence 
especially for handwritten docs.)

● https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzPQqgyk-bI
https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/
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Search Books

● https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/
● Many available on-line according to 

copyright restrictions.
● Try also https://www.worldcat.org/  for 

books.

https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/
https://www.worldcat.org/
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More Examples

● Start with research wiki - Alsace
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Als
ace

● Example collection – the IGI  
https://www.familysearch.org/search/coll
ection/igi?collectionNameFilter=true
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Alsace
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Alsace
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/igi?collectionNameFilter=true
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/igi?collectionNameFilter=true
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THE Family Tree

● Collaborative! It is shared; please build based on evidence.
● Overview: https://www.familysearch.org/tree/overview
● How to start: 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/how-to-start-a-family-tree
● Be careful some evidence is misleading; some entries are wrong; 

see 
https://genealogysstar.blogspot.com/2021/12/the-irony-of-familysea
rch-family-tree.html

● Correcting errors
● Work in progress:  https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/overview
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/how-to-start-a-family-tree
https://genealogysstar.blogspot.com/2021/12/the-irony-of-familysearch-family-tree.html
https://genealogysstar.blogspot.com/2021/12/the-irony-of-familysearch-family-tree.html
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Example Addition

● Use form to find options
● Select carefully!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Family Tree Builder

● Note that there are alternatives for 
collaborating on your family history 
research

● here‘s one: 
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Main_Page

● I recommend that you keep a private 
version of your tree that is your sole 
responsibility and that you back up properly.

● Understand the options!

https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Main_Page
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Memories

● Record your thoughts, photos, docs, etc.
● https://www.familysearch.org/memories/ 

https://www.familysearch.org/memories/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Indexing (get involved)

● Help build transcriptions

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Family History Centers and 
Training

● Dedicated website (new): 
https://www.familysearch.org/family-history-library/welcome-to
-the-family-history-library

● Locally in Crystal and at MNGS.org library
● Check availability

– www.mngs.org 
– https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Minneapolis_Minneso

ta_Family_History_Center/Resources
● The Family History Guide: https://thefhguide.com/ (The Family 

History Guide is a Registered Solutions Provider for 
FamilySearch, who refers to it for training assistance.)

https://www.familysearch.org/family-history-library/welcome-to-the-family-history-library
https://www.familysearch.org/family-history-library/welcome-to-the-family-history-library
http://www.mngs.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Minneapolis_Minnesota_Family_History_Center/Resources
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Minneapolis_Minnesota_Family_History_Center/Resources
https://thefhguide.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Cast Your Fate . . .

● There are certainly other sources for data, try 
these. . .

● Use operators in search engines like 
https://duckduckgo.com/ 
https://www.startpage.com/ 

● Academic articles: https://www.jstor.org/ 
● Look for images 

https://images.google.com/ 

https://duckduckgo.com/
https://www.startpage.com/
https://www.jstor.org/
https://images.google.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Sometimes you get lucky!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Thanks for Your Time!

Practice!!!
Perseverance!!
Persistence!!
What, so what, now what?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42

